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Celebrate God’s Families! 

The Top 5 Myths about Volunteering at Church 
by Cory Busse 
Think of a ministry at your church. One you really value or      
appreciate. Perhaps it’s the parish festival. Or the funeral   
luncheons. Are you thinking of one? Good. Now name all the 
people who volunteer to make that ministry happen. If your 
name didn’t appear on that list, think about the reasons why 
(and say five Hail Mary’s while you’re at it). 
Myth #1: “I’m not good at anything”. 
When we think of volunteering at church, we often think of the 
“showy” ministries like singing in the choir or reading at Mass. 
But it doesn’t take a Julliard graduate to be an extraordinary 
minister  of Holy Communion, and there are plenty of people 
who are really good at being married Catholics who never think 
to volunteer for the local marriage preparation program. If     
reality television has taught us anything, it’s that America’s got 
talent. Take the basket off your light and let it shine.  
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Happy Spring! 
5 Myths about Volunteering at Church….continued 

Myth #2 “They don’t need my help.” 

If your faith community is anything like mine, an amazing efficient 

staff plus a handful of dedicated volunteers are its greatest asset, 

and its greatest threat. The problem with parishes where every-

thing seems handled is that everything seems, well, handled. New 

volunteers don’t come forward because it seems as though they’re 

not needed—and sometimes it’s hard to feel welcome. But slowly, 

quietly, staff turns over and volunteers burn out. Do yourself (and 

your fellow parishioners) a favor and get involved even when it 

seems like they could do without you. 

Myth #3 “I don’t have time.” 

Saying we don’t have time to do something simply means that it’s 

not important to us. And there are lots of people who make time to 

teach youth faith-formation classes every Wednesday from Sep-

tember through May. Even if there aren’t enough hours in the day, 

there is time to cook a meal for your local shelter. There’s time to 

be one of the first familiar faces new parishioners look for at Mass. 

It’s your faith community, make it important to you. 

Myth #4 “I gave at the collection plate.” 

Don’t get me wrong, your church is exceedingly grateful for your 

financial offerings, especially in economic times like these. But our 

churches aren’t built on money, they’re built on people. The three 

T’s as the saying goes, are time, talent and treasure. Putting an en-

velope in the collection on Sunday is a good start, but if money 

were all anyone gave, we’d gather each week in beautiful buildings 

with a roomful of strangers. We need to warm up those other two 

T’s and get our hands dirty. 

Myth #5 “I’m to [INSERT EXCUSE HERE] to volunteer.” 

When the bulletin on Sunday reads “Volunteers Needed” that 

means us. When the announcements from the pulpit include a call 

for help, that’s us too. Volunteers aren’t expected to be perfect. 

There’s no requirement to be the strongest, the smartest, the best 

looking, the most holy, or the most “worthy” (whatever that 

means). As Jesus said when He called His disciples, “I did not come 

to call the righteous but sinners” (Mt 9:13). That’s us. And if that 

were qualification enough to be an apostle, it’s probably more than 

enough to serve coffee and donuts on Sunday mornings. 

(Our parish volunteer opportunities!) 

17th Annual Diocesan                                   

Catholic Men’s Conference  

 Assumption College, Saturday, April 1. Visit the          

conference website for more information 

www.firstmensconf.org.  

LENTEN QUIET EVENING OF PRAYER 

Tuesday, April 4, 7:00 to 8:00 pm with Sacrament 

of Reconciliation 

PARISH PALM SUNDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Sunday, April 9 in the church hall after all Masses. 

Hosted by Boy Scout Troop  182 of Holden with the 

assistance of St. George Men’s Club. Tickets available 

at the door only. Adults $5;   Children under 12 years 

old $3. 

GRANDPARENT PRAYER GROUP  

Friday, April 21, 11:00 am in the Conference Room. 

More information contact Ruth Viens Family Ministry 

Coordinator, 508-852-5658, ruthviens@charter.net.  

APRIL BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP  

Monday, April 24 at 7:00 pm in the church hall        

Conference Room. We will be celebrating our 11th 

anniversary with cake and ice cream followed by a  

discussion of “Resisting Happiness” by Matthew Kelly. 

For more information contact Joyce Purcell at 508-852-

3304. 

EASTER TRIDUUM 

HOLY THURSDAY, April 13th at 7:30 pm 

GOOD FRIDAY, April 14th  Stations of the 

Cross at 3:00 pm and Liturgy at 7:30 pm 

EASTER VIGIL, April 15th at 7:30 pm. (No 4:00 

pm Mass or Confessions) 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 16th Masses at 7:30; 

9:00 and 11:00 am 

https://saintgeorgesparish.org/more-outreach-opportunities
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OUR COMMUNITY 

LENTEN INFORMATION 

Lenten Mass  6:30 pm Wednesday nights 

Stations of the Cross, Fridays 6:30 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday afternoons 3:00 to 3:30 pm & 5:00 

to 5:30 pm. Tuesday evenings 7:00 to 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there is anyone you know who would like to be included on our parish email list their name/email can be 
added to the list by visiting the parish website page https://saintgeorgesparish.org/information#  and sign  
up on the form on the right side of that page. Our goal and hope is to connect with every adult parishioner to 
ensure that everyone receives important parish information. If you use Facebook, we also have two parish FB 
pages Saint George Church Worcester MA and another St. George Family Page (just put those names in the 
top search box on the FB page). The Family Page is a closed group but just click on the “join” tab to be added 
to the group. 

We remind those of you with access to the internet to visit our parish website (www.saintgeorgesparish.org) 
frequently for in depth information about the parish. It is updated regularly and often. The website includes 
staff member names, photos and phone numbers, the weekly parish bulletin, lots of photos of parish events, 
this newsletter, parish ministries, Religious Education program information and more! 

https://saintgeorgesparish.org/information
http://www.saintgeorgesparish.org
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 PARISH OUTREACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here's our young parishioner who put a note on his 
neighbors' doors asking for socks for the needy. Within 
a few days he had collected hundreds of pairs! They will 
be greatly appreciated by the men and women of the 
Mustard Seed as well as the children whose              
families search for clothing at St. John's/Ascension         
Campus. Thank you for your creative and kind work for 
the poor! 

 

 
 

 

 

Many thanks to all who donated during our March Food 
Collection and especially to Nicole B. who spent several 
hours delivering the St. George Food Drive donations to 
the Mustard Seed and filling the shelves to overflowing! 

 

LAUDATO SI 
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 
 


